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History 
Of the Invasion of Spain by Bonaparte. 
ABRIDGED FROM THE MOST AUTHENTIC SOURCES, 
CHAPTER IV. 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 143.) 


The French general Wedel had been dispatched 
from Madrid, witii 6000 troops, to the succor of 
Iyupont, who ordered him to guard the roads from 
Jien to Baylen and to Ubeda. During the truce 
this general advanced upon Baylen, and suddenly 
attacked Red ng, who was altogether unprepared. 
‘The battalion of Cordova was surprized and made 
prisoners, and two field pieces were also taken ; 
but the success, thus basely obtained, was dearly; 
purchased ; for Dupont, in consequence, was com 
pelled to include Wedel in the capitulation, with 
ailthe French troops who might be stationed be- 
tween the summit of the Sierra and Baylen. The 
French force, before the battle, amounted to 14,000, 
that of the Spaniards to 25,000, half of whom were 
peasantry. When Dupont first demanded terms, 
Castanos replied, that they would grant no other 
than that they should be prisoners of war, with 
permission to the general and his officers to wear 
their swords, and take with them a portmanteau 
each, filled with clothes only, in consequence ° of 
the pillage which they had committed; and in the 
official dispatches it Was stated, that the whole of 
Dupont’s division were prisoners of war, whereas, 
those under Wedel were to be sent to France by 
sea. These terms were cominunicated to the junta 
of Seville, both by Castanos and count de Tilly, 
one of their own body, who was with the army, 
wad they were officially made known to lord Col- 
lingwood. Nevertheless, it seems, by what after- 


wards occurred, that the actual capitulation was of 


a very diferent character—that Castanos did not 
insist upon stripping the French of their plunder, 
and that he agreed to transport the whole of them 
to Rochefort. Why the official accounts differ so 
materially from the truth, has not been explained ; 
nor why terms were granted so much more favora- 
ble than Dupont, under such circumstances, Was en- 
titled to demand. Itis more easy to discover why 
they were not executed. ‘ 
Dupont had entered Andalusia in full expectation 
ofeasily crushing the rebels, as he styled them, 
following the monstrous language of his master. 
According, therefore, to the usual custom of the 
French generals, he had plundered wherever he 
went; his soldiers had been let loose upon the 
country and nothing was safe from their rapacity, 
their cruelty, and their lust. Cordova, where they 
hed experienced some resistance, suffered especi 
ally ; but the people of Audujar, who forbore to 
aid their countrymen, in the hope, perhaps, of 
Purchasing their own security by submission, were 
also pillaged without mercy. ‘The Andalusians, 


therefore, were exasperated against the French on 
account of these atrocities, as wellas by that gene- 
ral feeling of just indignation which the cause of 
the war necessarily excited. Their junta had issu- 
ed a formal declaration of hostilities against France; 
but the people knew and felt that this was not am 
ordinary war, and that no formality could make 
it so; thatthe French had not entered their coun- 
iryas fairand honorable enemies, but basely and 
perfidiously, in the charscter of allies; that their 
auctions, after the first treachery, had been those of 
-uffians and murderers; and that thus they had 
forfeited all claim tothe common courtesies and ob- 
servances of war. The Sp iniards, therefore, did 
not consider these men as soldiers, but as criminals $ 
they had laid down their arms, but they could not 
lay down their crimes; and it was impossible for 
those who had any sense of the importance of the 
contest in which they were engaged, the sanctity of 
the principles tor which they were struggling, cven 
of what was due to their own honor and individuil 
feelings, to regard the French as they would have 
regarded any other enemies. Dupont, after his sur- 
render, invited the Spanish officers to dine with him, 
and they, one and all, peremptorily refused, without 
assigning any apology or excuse—but with an un; 
disguised impulse of abhorrence, shrinking from 
him, as from one with whom it was infamous to as: 
sociate. 

It is said that lettct's were intercepted which he 
nad dispatched to Junot after his capitulation, urg- 
ing him to march wath his main force into Andalusia, 
pointing out to him what places to attack, and 
promising to rally the prisoners add join him. 
Whether this were true, or only a fabrication, in« 
tended to excuse the junta for breaking the engarre- 
ment into which Castanos had entered, Dupont 





soon perceived it was not intended to transport his 
army to France, and he addressed a letter of com- 
;plaint to Morla. Morla replied, that the conditions 
of the treaty were in themselves impossible. The 
‘Spaniards liad neither transports nor the means of 
‘procuring them ; nor, if they had, was it supposed. 
that the English would suffer them to pass, certain 
‘as they must be, that the French would immediate: 
ily carry on the war on some other point 6r perhaps 
‘on the same. Neither Custanos, he said, nor Du- 
‘pont himself, could ever have thought that the 
capitulation would be executed ; the object of the 
former was to relieve himself from embarrassment 3 
that of the latter, to obtain conditions, which, 
though impossibleto fulfil, might give an »ppearance 
of honor to his suren ler. 

There can be little doubt that Morla was crigine! 
ly disposed to submit to the French; his subsequent 
conduct is not explicable upon any othe supposi« 
tion; but itseems as if the great and unexpected 
isuecess of the Spaniards had shaken him, and that 
lhe was willing to bea patriot, while patriotism was 
ltriuamphant. Th his correspondence with adm@al 
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Rosilly, he had carefully abstained from all language 
which might foment the indignation of his country- 
anen, and offend Bonaparte. Now, on the contrary, 


he spoke boldly, and asked Dupont what right such. 


an army as his could have to demand the execution 
of treaties? Had it not entered Spain professing 
friendship and alliance ; imprisoned the king and the 
royal family; plundered his palaces; ravaged his 
towns; and robbed and assassinated his subjects ? 
ihe national honor of the Spaniards, he said, would 
net permit their rulers to treat such enemies other- 
wise thun as they were treated; and Dupont was 
warned against drawing upon himself, by his impru- 
dence, more and more the indignation of the people, 
and admonished, by submission and a suitable be- 
haviour, to weaken the strong sense of the atroci- 
tics he had committed at Cordova. That general, and 
his staff, however, would have been sent to France, 
had it not been for an accident which inflamed the 
indignation of the Spaniards to the highest degree. 
As his baggage was on the way to the water-side to 
be embarked, some church plate, part of the plunder 
from Cordova, fell out of one of the bags. It was 
geen by the people, and they instantly seized upen 
the whole of the plunder which the French were 
about to carry off. Dupont, with great effrontery, 
addressed a second letter to Moria, on which he 
“invoked the principles of honor and probity for 
the restitution of his property” This provoked 
the indignant reply which it deserved. ‘* It never was 
my intentian” said Morls, “and still less that of the 
supreme junta, that you and your army should car- 
ry out of Spam, the fruit of your rapacity, cruelty 
and impiety. How could you conceive this possible ? 
How could you believe us to beso stupid and sense- 
less ? Cana capitulation which speaks only of your 


eqlupage, give you a property in the treasures which 


your army has accumulated by means of murder, 
cruelty, and sacrilege? Is there any reason or right, 
which requires that faith or even humanity, should 
be observed towards an army which entered the 
kingdom of a friend and ally under false pretences; 
seized its king and all his family, extorted from 
him a renunciation in favor of their own monarch, 
and, because the nation would not submit to a 
transfer, which, even if their king had been at liber- 
ty he had no power to make, proceeded to pillage 
the palaces and towns, to profane and plunder the 
churches, murdering the ministers of the aliar, ra- 
vishing virgins, seizing every article of value which 
they could transport, and destroying what they 
were forced to leave behind? Is it possible,” said 
Morla, ‘that they when deprived of the fruits of their 


the principles of honor and probity ? My natural mo- 
deration,” he added, “has induced me to write to your 
excellency hitherto with a certain respect; but, in 
reply to such extraordinary demands, which amount 
to this, “do you sack the temples and houses of 
Cadiz, in order to indemnify me for the plunder of 
Cordova and oiher towns, which the populace have 
taken from me,” i could not refrain from a slight 
eketch of your conduct. Lay aside such expecta- 
tions, and congratulate yourselves that the noble 
character of the Spanish people mikes them abstain 
from exercising the vile oflicer of executioners.” 
Dupont and his staff were now detained as prison- 
ers. It would probably have been dangerous to 
have embarked them; and the general himself, 
perhaps, began to apprehend, that, however 
wretched his situation in Spain, there was little 
hope of amending it by returning to France. Morla 
informed the people that their transportation was 


reasons, not fit to be made public. Those reasong 
have never transpired ; but, for the terms whicli 
Castanos had agreed to, of carrying the whole army 
to France, it is manifest that such terms ought not 
to have been granted, and thatthe junta of Seville 
could not execute them without betraying their 
country—for what was it but transporting them 
out of Andalusis, that they might recross the Py- 
renees, and begin their atrocities anew ; first in 
other provinces, and finally in Andalusia itself, 
whither they would return with additional forces to 
compleie their work, and take vengeance for their 
defeat? It is not to be supposed that any terms can 
bind a government to act in direct, Certain and 
maniest opposition to the welfare of the people ; but 
it behoved the junta of Seville solemnly to have 
proclaimed this, to have disavowed the act of their 
general, and to have censured him, notwithstanding 
his victory. 

The feeling of the Spaniards was so strong, in 
consequence of the atrocities which they had wit- 
nessed, that Morla was called upon, by anonymous 
letters from many parts of Spain, to consider Du- 
pont and the other generals as robbers and murder- 
ers, and bring them to condign punishment. Ef 
Murat, indeed, had been made prisoner, the execu- 
tions which he had ordered at Madrid after the in- 
surrection, and in cool blood, would have justified the 
Spaniards, in putting him, and every member of his 
bloody tribunal, to a public and shameful death ; the 
blood ot their murdered brethren, the honor of their 
country, and the general good of mankind would 
have required such an example. With regard to 
Dupont and his staff, it was otherwise; and Morla, 
who thought the wish of putting them to death was 
disgraceful to his countrymen, ought not to have 
.ffixed a stain upon them by publicly replying to 
anonymous letters. But it is apparert, from the 
general style of his reply, that he now expected 
Bonaparte would be successful in his usurpation, 
and that he took this opportunity of publishing 
opinions to which he might refer as proofs of con- 
sistency, after he should have abandoned the patri- 
otic cause, and betrayed his country.—In detaining 
the prisoners, he said, he had only obeyed the junta 
of Seville; toobey was all he had todo: ior it 
was not in his character or manner of thinking ever 
to resist a constituted authority; such resistance 
could only occasion civil dissentions, which were 
the greatest evilsa nation could suffer, and which 
he would never spare any sacrifice to avoid. This 
might have been the careless language of an honest 
man, but it became apparent that Morla had weigh- 
ed his expreSsions well, and used them with a defi- 
nite meaning, and a definite purpose, which he after- 
wards acknowledged the government of the intru- 
der as a constituted authority ; informed the Spa- 
niards that no evil was so great as that of seeing 
their country the seat of war, and exhorted them 
to put anend to that evil by the sacrifice of indivi- 
dual honor and national independence, and becom- 
ing slaves and traitors like himself. 

By the battle of Baylen, Andalusia was left in 
peace; nota Frenchmen in arms remained in the 
whole province. ‘The victory was splendid in itself, 
and of great importance in its immediate consequen- 
ces ; it was worthy of thanks-givings and rejoicings, 
and policy required that the junta should celebrate 
it with ostentatious solemnities. Castanos had 
made a vow to dedicate his victory to king St. Fer- 
nando, who, having wonthe city of Seville from 
the Moors, is worshipped there! with especial vene- 
ration. The ceremony was performed on the 4th 








suspended by the junta of Seville, for weighty 


August with great pomp, and the French eagles were 
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offered at the shrine of the canonized conqueror, 
as trophies of the ‘most signal victory that had been 
achieved in Andalusia since his time. But in the 
language of Castanos, there were marks of’ vanity 
and boastfulness which detracted from the estima- 
tion in which he had previously been held; he arro- 
gated to himself as much merit for the victory, as 
if he, and not Reding, had commanded in the field. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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French Decree. 


PALACE OF TRIANON, August 23.—Napoleon by the 
grice of God, and constitutions, emperor of the 
Fach, &c. to all present, and to come, greeting. 

Different questions having been submitted to us 
with regard to the condiuon of Frenchmen estab 
lished in foreign countries, we have thought it right 
to inike known our intentions on that subject. 

By our decree of the 5th of April, 1809, we have 
already pronounced with regard to such French 
men as have borne arms against their country; and 
those, who, residing with a power with whom we 
go to war, do not quit its territory ; or who being 
summoned by us, do not obey that order. 

But no law has yet been laid down either with 
regard to Frenchmen naturalized in foreign coun- 
tries, with or without our authority, or with regard 
to such as have already entered, or choose to eater 
in future, into the service of a foreign power. 

And as itis not our wish to confound those of 
our subjects who ‘are induced from legitimate mo- 
tives to maturalize themselves abroad, with those 
whose conduct will assume the character of felony, 


we haye resolved by these presents, to complete and 


mike known this important branch of legislation. 
For these reasons, on the report of our grand 


tudge, minister of justice, andour council of state) 


beins heard, 

We have decreed and ordered, and do decree and 
order as follows :— 

Titre | Of Frenchmen naturalized abroad with 
our permission. 

Art. 1. 
Without our authority. 

2. Our permission shall be granted by letters pa- 
tent, drawn up by our grand judge, signed by our'! 
hand, countersigned by our secretary of state, in- 
spected by our cousin the privce arch-chancellor, 
inserted in the bulletin of laws, and registered in 
the imperial court of the last place of domicile of the 
person to whom they relate. 


| 


T ° 
No Frenchmen can b2 naturalized abroad | 


persons shall lose their titles if they have any, to. 
gether with the property attached to them, which 
shall.devolve to tse nearest heir, being French, the 
rights of the wife being secured, which shall be re- 
gulated as in the case of widowed. 

11. Those who are naturalized abroad without 
permission, and against whom the above process 
has taken place, if found in the territory of the em- 
pire, shall, for the first time, be arrested and con- 
ducted beyond the frontiers; if they return, they 
shall be condemned to a certain number of years 
imprisonment not less than a year, nor moré than ten 
years. 

Titre 11 —Of individuals already natur 
broad. 

12. Individuals naturalized abroad at the period 
of publication of this decree, may within a year, if 
on the continent of Europe, within three years, if be- 
yond that continent ; within five years if beyond the 
cape of Good Hope and in the Indies, obtain our con- 
firmation according to the forms prescribed in the 
present decree. 

Titite LV.—O 
reign power. 

13. No Frenchmancan enter the service of a 
foreign power without our special permission, and 
except under condition of returning, should we re- 
cal him either by a general proclamation or a direct 
order. 

14. Those of our subjects who shall have cbtain. 
ed this permission, cannot take the oaths to the 
power which they serve, without a proviso of never 
bearing arms against France, and of gnitting the 
service, even without being recalled, should that 
power happen to go to war with us. 

15. The permission of entering the service of a 
foreign power, shall be granted by letters patent ac. 
cording to the forms presented in art. 2. 

16. They cannot act as ministers plenipotentiary 
in any treaty where our interests come into discus- 


alized a 


7 


f Frenchmen in the service of a fo- 


;sicn. 


17, They must not wear a foreign cockade in 
countries in subjection tous, nor there appear ina 
foreign uniform ; they shall be authorised to wear 
the national colours when in the empire. 

18. They may nevertheless wear the decoration 
of foreign orders, when they shall have received 
them with our consent. 

19. They may not enter France but with our spe- 
cial permission. 

90. Frenchmen entering the service of a foreign 
power without our permission, and remaining in it 





_ 3. Frenchmen thus naturalized abroad shall en- 
Joy the right of possessing, of transmitting, and of 
succeeding to property, even when the subjects of 
the countries where they shall be naturalized, do not 
enjoy these rights in France. 

4 The children of a Frenchman born iin the 
country where he is naturalized are aliens. 

5 Frenchmen naturalized abroid even with our 
Permission, can at no time carry arms against 
France, under pain of being indicted in our courts, 
and condemned to tie punishments enacted in the 
Penal code, book 34, chap. 73. 

Tirts UW. Of Frenchmen 
Without our permission. 

Every Frenchmen naturalized abroad without 


naturalized abroad 


after war is declared between France and that pow- 
er, shall be considered as having borne arms against 
us, from the circumstance alone of their having con- 
tinued to forma part of a military corps destided to 
act against the French empire or its allies. 

91. Our ministers are chargea each in lis own 
department, with the execution of the present de- 
cree. (Signed) NAPOLEON: 

By the emperor, 
Count DANU, secretary of state. 








The lieutenant governor of the state of Virginia 
has issued a proclamation, offering fifty dollars re- 
ward, for the apprehension of a certain John John- 





out Permission, shall incur the loss of his property, 

Which shall be confiscated; he shall no longer en 

i the right of succession, and the succession fal. 

pe him shall p issto the next heir, provided 
S domiciliated in France. 

. By the 7th, Sth, Oth and tenth, it is provided that 

Y ® process instituted in the courts of justice, such 


son, who lately made his escape from the jail of 
Louisa county, to which he had been committed oa 
. charge of grand larceny—said “Johnson is ve 
feet eight or nine inches high, of a pate complexion 
an Irishman by birth, very impertinent in his beha- 
viour, swears hard, and is very fond of ardent spy 
rits.” 
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_ British diplomatic pensions, 

The following list of pensions, by far the greateg 
part of which has accrued within 10 or 12 years— 
making an aggregate of £59,789, equal to 
$265,465 16—or about the amount of the whole 
civil list of the United States, may serve to shew 
in What manner the earnings of the many are squan- 
dered to pamper the well-born few, in monarchii- 
cal governments. Several of those pensions are 
the reward of a few months service; which, at 
the time it was rendered, was bountifully paid for. 
To exemplify the nature of pensions, generally, in 
Great Britain, we intend to publish lord Coch- 
rane’s speech respecting them. 


Extract from the accounts and papers presented 
to the British house of commons, relating to the in- 
crease and diminution of salaries in thre public ofii- 
cers of government. The following late foreign 
minesters, secretaries and consu’s are upon the contin- 
gent pension fist. 

William Wickham, 721200 per annum; George 
Cooke 248 do.; John Coleman 120 do.; Nethaniel 
Davison 360: reverend Louis Dutens 300; Jehn 
Lewis Doerfeld 250; Earl of Elgin 2000; Sir Ro. 
bert Gunning 4000; Morton, Lord Henley 2000; 
Diniel Hailes 1127; Charles Keene 250; Robert Lis- 
ton 2000; [suspended on account of employment. | 

John Milliguet 250; John Osborne 800; Horace St. 
rey} Paul 600; Allene, Lord St. Helyns 2509; Sir John 
rex Stepney S00; Richard Shepherd 250; Lord Viscount 
e~ | Torrington 1684, John Trevor 1200; James ‘Talbot 
pel |OU0; James, Earl of Malmsbury 2300; [7.1200 rever- 
ea | Sionary to lord viscount Fitzharris.] ‘Thomas Wal- 
| pole 800; Charles, lord Whitworth, 2500; Robert 
= | Walpole 9000; William Drummond 1700; Sir 

iJames Crautord 1000; John Hookham Frere 170v; 
CZ! David Gray 600; Perkins Magra 500; Robert Wa!- 
pes, | rond 950: John Falcon 500; William, lord Auck- 
b. land 2300; Francis Drake 1500; George Hammond 

11200; Chauries H. Frazer 900; Joseph Fry 200; 
w=! Mrancis James Jackson 1700; Anthonu Merry 170%; 
rg |Brooke Taylor 1200; John Spencer Smith 1200; 
pan | Henry Wetkins Williams’ Wynn 1200; Charles Ar 
peg OUthnot 2000 [suspended as joint secretary of the 

‘treasury. | Alexander Straton 1500; Edward ‘Thorn: 

ton 1260; sir John Borlase Warren 2000; sir Arthui 





4 | st . . - 
+ |Paget 1700, Henry Pierrepont 1200; gohn Watson 


,300; ‘Phomas Jackson 800, 





| British order mn council. 


The following is the entire substance of the or 


oye 77h 
ae tre 


council, mentioned in our last, copied from a Lon: 


don paper of Sept. 6. 


| The prince regent, in council, on the 6th of Sep 
itember, has been pleased to order, that the orders 
| in council allowing the importation and exportation 
lof certain commodities in neutral ships, into and 
\from his m jesty’s terrilories in the West Indies, 
'&e. be continued in force until December 91, 
11812, (except with respect to salted, dried or pick 
‘led fish, and beef, pork, and butter, after the 1st 
i July, 1812.) In consequence, vessels belonging ' 
i states in amity with his majesty, may import 1010 
ithe said West Indies, &c staves, lumber, horses; 
'mules, asses, neat cattle, sheep, hogs, and eve'} 
‘other species of live stock and live provisions, and 
also of every kind of provision whatsoever, ¢* 
'cepting the articles of salted, dried, or pickled fis", 
' beef, pork, and butter, as aforesaid, after the 1st Jue 
ly, 1812 


Aw a 
But his royal highness nevertheless orders, that 


| 
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after ‘he Ist day of December, 1811, on sjl staves, 
lumber, horses, mules, asses, neat: cattle, sheep, 
hogs, poultry, live stock, live provisions, and any 
kind of provisions whatever, being of the growth. 
or produce of the United States of America, the 
following duties shall be paid :— 

For every quintal of dried or salt cod fish fifty-five 
cents; and a proportionate duty for every barrel of 
cured or pickled shad, alewives, mackare!, or sal- 


mon, and the following duties in Jamaica currency. 

Wheat flour, per barrel, 0.6 8 
Wheat bread, do. 0 S 4 
Other bread, per hundred, 0 3 4 
Meal, from rye, peas, beans, Indian 

corn, &c. per bbl. 6 aie 
Peas, beans, rye, corn, &c. per bushel, 0 0 105 
Rice, per cwt. 03 4 
Common shingles (Boston chips) per 

thousand, 03 4 
Other shingles, pet thousand, Re 
Red oak staves, per thousand, hae ae 
White oak do. do. ee 
White or yellow pine lumber, do. 010 0 
Pitch pine lumber, do. 015 0 
Hoops, per thousand, 0.§ .0 


Horses, neat cattle, stock, &c. ten per cent. ad vo- 
lorem, at the port or place of importation. 

Itis also ordered, that the said permission to im- 
port and export, until the said SIst day of De- 
cember, 1812, shall cease in six months after notif- 
cation of such cessation shall appear in the London 
Gazette, and at the expiration of six months, after 
the ratification of a definitive treaty of peace, 








dritish America. 
Sannapors, August 27.—At a meeting of the 
planters and merchants engaged in the sugar manu- 
factory and trade, the following resolutions, among 
others, have been passed : 

That the distresses of the West India planters 
have increased to an extent hitherto unexampled 
andthe effects which the disuse of sugar in the 
distilleries has already produced, are such as to ex- 
cite in our minds just and most alarming apprehen- 
sions, that nothing short of speedy relief can enable 
the planter to preserve his capital from the most ra- 
pid deterioration. ; 

That a partial export of sugar from the West 
Indies was formerly allowed in American bottoms, 
the prohibition of which has proved extremely in- 
jurious to the planters, who receive those stores so 
essential to the existence of their plantations from the 
United States, to pay for which, money is now drain- 
ed from the colonies. Hence it was recommended 
in the year 1808, by a committee of the House of 
Commons, that the planters thould llowed to 
barter sugars with the Americans, to the value of 
the stores which they receive from them; and it 
has been proved befoie a committee of the House 
of Commons in 1807, that British America is ill 
suited to supply the wants of the planters, who are 
furnished only with one-tenth of their stores thence; 
the value of these stores from the United States has 
been computed at 25,000 hhds. of sugar, the vent 
for which would afford a great relief to the planter 
and preventa reduction of his crops, which under 
existing circumstances, most ultimately ensue to 
his ruin, and to the consequent injury of the ship 
owner and merchants; on the other hand, the aid- 
mission of this barter would contribute to redeem 
him from a rapid approach of insolvency, and ena- 
bled him to pay those debts which would otherwise 


j 
ve a 


same time, an intercoursé of this kind with Ame- 
rica is not contrary to the navigation laws, since they 
do not restrain direct intercourse between us and 
any foreign-country, whose shipping brings us her 
own produce and carries back ours. 

That another mode of relief, atonce obvious and 
just, is the reduction of the duties under a regula- 
tion proportioning them to the average price of su- 
gar: 

That a committee of twelve gentlemen be appoint- 
ed to prepare a petition to parliament and to the 
throne, and to carry into effect the general objects 
of this meeting; of which number any five with the 
chairman of this meeting, shail be deemed compe- 
tent to transact business 

Resolved, ‘Vhatthe committee be instructed to 
apply by petition to the legislature, requesting that 
a fund be provided to meet the necessary expences 
incurred in carrying the objects of the meeting ‘into 
effect. 
The following gentlemen were chosen as a com- 
mittee : 

Hon. Jolin F. Alleyne, Hon. Samuel Hinds, 
Hon. John B. Skeete, Hon. John A. Beckles, 
Hon. John Beckles, Henry E. Holder, George 
Carrington, John P. Mayres, John H. Pinder, 
Dr. H Hamden, jr. James Maxwell, C. Cadogan, 
Esqis. 

The chairman (Hon. John Barrows) received the 
thanks of the meeting, and the business of the day 
was Closed. 

By order of t 


ha 


sew 


Hon, the chairman, 
L. THOMAS, Jr. Sec’ry. 








A Day at Madrid. 


From a Picrune or Maprin, taken on the spot. 
By Curistian Aveustus Fiscwer. Translated 
Jrom the German. 

I wake—’tis four o’clock in the morning! The 
whole broad street of 2’cala is spread before me like 
an immense square—churches—palaces and con- 
vents :—at the further end the shady walks of the 
Prado—a grand subiime sight, baffling description, 

The matin bell announces the early mass—the 
streets become more animated—Veiled women jn 
black, men in long brown cloaks with redisillas, 
wearing their hair ina kind of net work, hanging 
low down their back. The doors of all the balco- 
nies open, and water 18 sprinkled out before every 
house. 

Now the goat-keepers with their little herds en- 
terthe gates, crying milk! milk! goat’s milk!— 
fresh and warm! who willhaveany? ‘There I sec 
market women pass by with their asses. loaded 
with vegitables—bakers with bread, in carts made 
of Spanish reed—water carriers an 1 porters hasten- 
ing to commence their day’s work, while with a 
hoarse voice two consequential looking alguarzils 
proclaim the thefts committed on the preceding 
night. 

By degrees, all the warehouses, shops, and 
boothes, are opened. The publicans (taberneros_) 
expose their wine caps ; the chocolate women get 
their pots ready ; the water carriers begin to chaunt 
their ** Quien bebe 2”? (who'll drink ?) and the hack- 
ney coach and hackney chaise drivers, with the 
persons who let mules for hire, take their usual 
stands. ; 

Soon the whole strect resounds with the various 

cries of numberless criers—Cod, white cod!  Oni- 

ons, onions from Gailacia! Walnuts, walnuts from 


far 
ila 





be lost to his British correspondent; and at the 


Biscay! Oranges, oranges from Murcia! Hot 
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smoked sausages from Estramadura! Tomates, 
large tomates! Sweet citrons, sweet citrons! Bar- 
ley water! Ice water!,A new journal! A new ga- 
aette! Water melons! Long Malaga raisins ! Olives, 
olives from Seville! Mitk rolls! Milk rolls, fresh 
and hot! Grapes, grages! Figs, new figs! Pome- 
granates, pomegranates from Valencia. 

Ii strikes ten; the guards mount; dragoons 
Swiss regiments, Walloon guards, Spanish infantry, 
#* Alos pies Vin Donna Manuela!” (Let us go to 


mass.) 


All the bells are ringing, ail the streets are co- 
vered with the rock roses, rich carpets hanging 
from every balcony, and altars raised on every 
square under canopies of state. The procession 
sets out. What anumber of neat little angels, with 
paste board wings, covered with gilt paper! 1ma- 
gesof saints, with fine powdered bob wigs, anid 
pobes of gold brocade! What swarms of priests - 
How many beautiful girls ! all pleasant and 1n mix- 
ed groupes. 

The clock proclaims noon-day! We return thro’ 
the square of the Puerta del Sol! All the réfas, 
(raffles) have begun, all the hackney writers are 
busy and the whole square thronged with people. 

One o’clock! we are all culled to dinner; a great 
dead of saffron, many love-apples, plenty of oil and 
pimento! But then, wine from La Mancha, old 
Ceres and Malega! Whata nice thing is Spanish 
cookery ! 

La Siesta! la Siesta, Senores! A deadly silence 
is in all the-streets, all the window sliutters are pu 
ap, or the curtains let down; even the most indus 
trious porter stretches his length on his mat, and 
falls asleep at the fountain, with his pitcher behind 
him. 

At four o’clock every body repairs to the bull- 
fight, to the canal, or to the prado, all is gaiety and 
merriment, one equipage after another, one chaise 
after another, drive full speed to those places of di- 
version. 


The Puerto del Sol becomes as crowded as before 
end the water-carriers and theorange women, the 
procuresses of the frail fair, are all as busy as 
bees. 


Thus passes the afternoon ; and the dusky shades 
of evening set in at last. All the bells ring and 
every Spaniard says the prayer of salutation to the 
Virgin. Now all hasten to the ¢ertulias and thea- 
tres, and ina few minutes the rattling of carriages 
resounds in every street. The lamps before the 
houses, orthe images of the Virgin, are already 
lighted ; the merchants and dealers have illuminated’ 
their houses and shops, and the sellers of ice water 
and lemonade their stalls. Every where are seen 
rush lights, paper lanthorns, and bougies on the ta- 
bles of the fruit women and cake men. 


Meanwhile the crowd on the square has prodi- 
giously increased, and it is soon stowed with people. 
Inone part you will hear the soft sounds of the 
guitar, or a seguidilla; in another a female ballad 
singer tells in rhyme the tale of the last murder 
committed ; ina third, a thundering missionary at- 
tempts to move the hearts of obdurate sinners, 
while the light-footed Cyprian corps carries off his 
audience by dozens. Soon passes the rosary and 
tattoo with music, and the equipages return from 
the theaters. 


Itgroygs later; the crowds begin to disperse 
—by one o’clock in the morning all the streets are 
still and quiet, and only here and there resounds a 


solitary guitar through the solitary gloom of night. 


Hurricane. 


We have noticed the gencral suffering of the 
British vessels of war on our coasts by the late 
gales. The following extract from the log book of 
an officer on board the Spartan, is awfully descrip- 
tive of the storm, and deserves record. It is copied 
from a Halifax paper of the 9th ult. 


Extract froma log book kept on board his majesty’s 
ship Spartan, giving an accourt of the hurricane of 
Monday, September 30. 


“At 2 A. M.windS. E. fresh gales and cloudy, 
Africa in company—at three, down top gallant 
vards, and close reefed her topsails, at 7 struck 
‘op-gallant masis--at the same time the barometer 
had fallen to 28 6.10, this was attempted to be com- 
municated to the Africa by telegraph, bui it came 
on so thick that we lost sight ofher. At 8 it blew 
very hard from S. E. handed the topsails and courses 
the sea got us so suddenly that wecould not send 
a man aloft to send the top-gallant masts on deck; 
at 10 A. M. the barometer at 28 3-10 at 10, 20, the 
wind suddenly died away tonearly a calm, so that 
the storm stay-sails were set to keep the ship steady, 
the wind gradually shifting round from S. FE. to 
N. W. and about half past 11 it came on to blow 
with a fury which itis impossible to describe; the 
noise of the wint resembled a continued discharge 
of heavy artillery, and its effects upon the storm sails 
which were quite new and of the strongest canvas, 
was the same as if struck by a shot, the instant 
they felt the wind they shivered to atoms and blew 
away in very small pieces; and now without a rag 
of sail except a trysail, the ship lay on her side like 
a log, the sea was one sheet of foam, the lee guns 
on the main deck were under water, and nothing 
but the hatchways being buttoned down in time 
prevented our receiving much water below; the 
mizen top sail blew loose, and at the same moment 
the mizen top mast went over the side, but the wind 


{was so loud that we did not hear it fall; the sea was 


at this time breaking over the ship to windward, 
and the scene on deck was most awful. For nearly 
an hour and an half this continued ; every moment 
we expected the masts to be blown over the side, 
and by the greatest exertions imaginable, a hawser 
Was passed round the lee rigging to enable us to cut 
away the shrouds whenever the masts might fall. 
“The men behaved nobly, and the officers set them 
a good example, but such was the violence of the 
tempest, that the most daring seaman could do little 
more at first than look at it with astonishment. At 1 
p.m. the carpenter reported the mainmast t» be so 
badly sprung that he thought it must soon fall; the 
foremast was nearly in the same state, the ship Ix- 
boring so much that we considered the loss of the 
masts as inevitable; at half past one the wind abated 


-but still blew.a heavy gale, and we saw the Africa to 


windward, with her main and mizen topmasts gene ; 
at this time the larboard or weather bower anchor 
broke adrift, and we apprehended that the force of 
the sea would drive it through the bow, so we cut 
the cable and let it go; at 4the gale had moderated 
but the sea still ran very high ; all hands were em- 
ployed in securing the masts. At 30 minutes past 
10 1. M. the maintop mast fell over the side, which, 
we were not sorry to see as it certainly saved the 
mainmast ; we were employed ali night in clearing 
the wreck, the next morning the sea still ran high, 
and to save the mast we were obliged to cut the main 
geers and let the yard come down; but we secured 
it without its doing any injury, we saved all our 





wreck.—Many of the men distinguished themselves 
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My their intrepidity in volunteering aloft, when it, those that remain, how have they changed rank and 


was not justifiable to order them up, but they made 
the offer, and it was reluctantly accepted.” 








Literary Intelligence. 
FROM SELECT REVIEWS. 
We have witnessed, with very great pleasure, the 


taste and judgment with which the three volumes | 


of the “American Law Jéurnal,” by John E. Hall, 
Esquire, of Baltimore, have been produced We 
have no dotibt that the subsequent volumes will 
furnish additional reasons to applaud this very use- 
ful publication, It has been justly valued by the 
lawyers of our country; has been quoted as authority 
in the several professional publications, which 
Messrs. Day. Condy, Story, Ingersoll, and Dupon. 
ceau,* have issued from the American press, and is 
frequently citedon the trial of causes before our 
highest tribunals. Itis also gradually making its 
way among those other classes of readers, to whom 
some knowledge of the improvements and changes 
in the law is either incidentally useful in their avo- 
cations, or desirable, in order to fillup the stock of 
general information. It is not merely a compilation 
but embraces original articles, with which it will, 
doubtless, be more frequently enriched, as the task 
becomes more familiar to the editor, and his profes- 
sional friends shall be more generally engaged to 
contribute to its variety and advance its uuility by 
studies of their own. Its use is not confined to any 
state in the union. It contains decisions of the 
judicial tribunals of every state, and copious ex- 


importance! Of the papal court, that thus dictated 
to others, what are we to say now, unless it be 
what Anthony said over the inanimate body of Cesar 
——— —‘but yesterday 
His word might have been weigh’d ’gainst half the 
world : 
Now none so low as do him reverence ;” 
Sach is the mutability of human gréatness. 





ee Gay 








Agents for the Weekly Register. 


Being often requested to publish she names of the 
gentlemen who have kindly consented to -act as 
agents for the Wrrkry Reetsrsr, in their re- 
spective cities, towns or neighborhoods—and con- 
sidering this supplementary number as my own 








tracts from those of their laws, which, being 
founded on general principles, it is important should 
be consuited by all our lawyers. No work of the 
kind has appeared before in the United States, and 
assuredly no work is calculated for practical utility, | 
more than this, if the industrious and meritorious | 
author shall be patronized as he deserves, by those 
for whom he has labored. 

The “American Law Journal” is published in 
quarterly numbers: at a very moderate price. It 
commenced in 1808, and three volumes have been 
published. 
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Miscellaneous. 








Mutability of Human Greainess. 

In the year 1504, only 367 years ago, the master! 
ofthe ceremonies of Pope Julius Li. ranked the| 
powers of Europe as under. This was the rule of, 


precedence for ambassadors. 
1 Emperor of Germa- 14 Poland, 
ny, 15 Denmark, 

2 King of the Romans, 16 Republic of Venice. 

3 France, 17 Duke of Britanny, 

4 Spain, 18 Duke of Burguady, 

5 Arragon, 19 Elector of Bavaria, 

6 Portugal, 20 Elector of Branden- 

7 England, burg, 

8 Sicily, 21 Elector of Saxony, | 

9 Scotland, 22 Arch Duke of Aus-| 
10 Hungary, tria, 
li Navarre, 23 Duke of Savoy, Pad 
12 Cyprus, 24 Grand Duke of Flo-| Patriet. 
13 Bohemia, rence. 





Neither Russia or Prussia appear on this, list; 
but how many in return have disappeared, and of| 


a —_s 


“Day’s “Ord on Usury.” 
on Ensurance.” 





lngersoll’s “Roccus;” and Duponceau’s “Bynker-| esq. P. M. and the editor of the Mercury 
: |B. Dennison, esq. P.M. 


shock.” 


Wright. 


property, a free-will offering to the liberality of 
the public, in which I have a right to insert the 
list, having some resereblance to an advertisement, 
though immediately connected with the business 
of the paper; I embrace this occasion to thank 
the undernamed for the honor they have conferred 
upon me, in so generously aiding my work, and 
to make known to the public that they are autho- 
rized to receive (and will transmit to me) the 
names of new subscribers; and also, on my ac- 
count, to receive monies due from persons desirous 
of discontinuing the paper at or before the publi- 
lication of the 15th number, as by the terms of the 
prospectus every gentleman is left at perfect 
liberty to do ;—making out their accounts at the 
rate of $5 per annum, or for 52 numbers, and at 
the same time giving me notice thereof. At the 
regular period of payment, to secure harmony to 
the system adopted, the proper receipted bills will 
be forwarded. 

cP 'The list of agents is by no means complete. In 
many places to which the Werxry Reeiwrer is 
sent, I have not yet appointed regular agenis. In 
such cases, the editor politely requests the post- 
masters to act for him as above; apprehending, 
for any service they may be pleased to render him, 
they will have no reason to complain of his illibe- 
rality or wantof gratitude. When need requires,. 
an additional list of agents will be published for 
the information of the friends of the Rucisrer.; 
as well to take in omissions in the following (if 
any there are) as to give notice of new appoint- 
ments, 


* * While on this subject the editor begs leave to ob- 


serve—that, to individuals the amount of the post- 
age of their letters is a mere trifle, but to him, ist 
the aggregate, a heavy expence. It gives him plea- 
sure to say—for he considers ita mark of respect, 
that the letters to him have generally been post 
paid, though some from inattention, it is presume: 
ed, have omitted: to conform to the “common law’” 
in the case, built upon usage, and sanctioned by 
“immemorial” custom ! 
H. NILES. 

In New-Hamesnine. At Hanover, Mr. George TF 
Concord, the editor of the Patriot. 
In Massacnuserrs. At Boston, the editors of the 
Salem, the editor of the Essex Register. 
Beverly, F. Plumer, esq. Post M:ster. 

In Connectricur. At Colebrook, Selah ‘Treat, esq. 


P.M. Brooklyn, J. White, esq. P.M. Canterbury, 
'Gad Buckley, Esq. P. M. Coventry, S Hibbard, esq. 
Condy’s “Marshall | P. M, WNortiington, P. Marshall, esq. P. M. East 
Story’s “Abbott on Shipping.” | Windsor, Guy Gaylord, esq. /larford, James Law, 


Chester; 
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In Raopetstann. At East Greenwich, J. G. Mow- 
ney, esq. P. M. fVarren, Samuel Randall, esq. P. 
M. Providence, the editor of the Phoenix. 


In Vermont. At Guildhall, Joseph Berry, esq. 
P.M. Swanton, William Brayton,esq P.M. Fair- 
Aaven, A. M‘Furland, esq. P. M. Orwell, Josiah Aus- 
tin,esq. P.M. Craftsbury, Thomas Kingsbury, esq. 
P.M. Berkshire, Josiah Wheelsr, esq. P.M.) Put- 
ney, A. Manly, esq. P.M. Brideport, Benjamin 
Heartt, esq.P.M. Burlington, C. P. Van Ness, esq. 
P.M. 

Iv New Yorx. In the city, the editor of the Co- 
jumbian; and Messrs. G. and R. Waite. At Bloom 
wnesburz, Mir. Simeon W. Beckwith. #/Lany, the 
editor of the Register. Whitehall, Gideon Taft, 
esq. P.M. .idams, David Perry,esq. P.M. Brook 
Aeld, J. H. Dwight, esq. P.M. Smyrna, Samuel 
Guithrie, esq. P. M. Lewistown, (Niagara river,) 
Bates Cook, esq. Moniicello, Samuel F. Jones, esq. 
P.M. Ballston-Spa, Mr. RS. Brown, printer. Fori 
Schlosser or Manchester, Augustus Porter, esq. P. 


M. Troy, the editor of the Register. JVillsboro’ 
Levi Ligley, esq. P. M. Watertown, S.Clarke, esq. 
P.M. 


In New-Jensty. At WVewark, Matthias Day, esq. 
Pr. M. or Mr. William Tuttle, printer. Mendham, 
Daniel Dodd, esq. P.M. Elizabeth Town, Thomas 
Burch, esq. P.M. Rockaway, Joseph Jackson, esq. 
P. M. 

In Pennsytvanta. At Shippensburg, David Mc- 
Clure, esq, P.M. Cannonsburg, Jolin Roberts, esq. 
P.M. Armagh, William Parker,esq. P.M. Stras- 
durex, (Franklin co.) George M‘Clelland, esq. P. M. 


Parkinson’s Ferry, Adam Hailman, esq. P.M. Bea- 
ver Town, James Alexander,esq. P.M. Ad‘ Conzels- 


burg, David Agnew, esq. P. M. Somersett, J mes 
Clarke, esq. P. M. JWushington, (Washington co.) 
Mr. William Sample, printer. Meading, Messrs. 


ro, 
John Ritter & Co. printers. Catawisse, John Clark, 


esq. P.M. Strasburg, (Lancaster co.) John Cald- 
well, esq. P. M. Lancaster, Mr. William Dickson, 
printer. 


In Deraware. At l¥ilmington, Mr. James Wilson 
printer. Middletown, Joseph Ireland, esq. P. M.— 
Smyrna, Jacob Pennington, esq. P.M. Dover, James 
Schee,esq. P.M. Milton, Eli Hall,esq. P. M. Lau- 
rel, Samuel Jacob, esq. P. M. 


In Maryztann. At.Jnnapolis, Mr. Jehu Chandler, 


printer. Vansville,/Gabriel G. Van Horn, esq. P. 
MI. Elkton, J. Richardson, esq. P.M. Joppa ys 


Roads, John Rouse, esq. P. M. Ellicott’s Mills, 
Samuel Heston, esq. P. M. Swudidler’s A Roads, 
John Kennedy, esq. P.M. Jonasville, John Jonas, 
I’. M.esq. Denton, Montgomery Denny, esq. P. M. 
New Market, Richard Roberts, eaq. P.M. Friend- 
ship, Henry Childs, esq. P. M. Snov Hell, Francis 
Rosse, esq. P. M. St. Michaels, Richard Harring. 
ton, esq. P. M. Boonsdorough, Henry Locker, esq. 
P.M. New Town Trap, James ‘Torrence, esq. 
P. M. MNanjemoy, William Jackson, esq. P. M: 
Westminster, Mr. James M‘Haflie. Emmittsburz, 
Mr. George M. Hichelberger. Queen,,Ann’s, Mr. 
John Claytor. /}oedsborough, Brook Buker, esq. P. 
M. Hancock, Jolin Watt, jun. esq. P.M. Easton, 
Mr. Thomas P. Smith, printer. 

Ix Vincixra. At Gloucester, C. H. William 
Smart, esq. P. M. Surry, C. H. James Holt, 
esq. P. M. Liberty, John Marckle, esq. P. M. 


Vew Baltimore, William Ball, esq. P. M. Harri- 
sonsburg, Uenry Tutwiller, esq. P.M. Mundles- 
ville, William R. Almond, esq. P.M. Charlotte, 





C. If Jolin Morton, esq. P.M. Goochland, C. I.| 


Benjamin Anderson, esq. P. M. Richmond, Samuel 
Pleasants, esq. Tuuguier C H. Richard Baker, 
caq. BP. M. Port Royal, N. Berryman, esq. P. M. 
Buckland, William Brooks, esq. P. M. Brook, C, 
H. John Fling, esq. P. M. Martinsburg, William 
Somerville, esq. P.M. Jiilisborough, (Loudon 
county) Mahlon Roach, esq. P.M. Fairfux C. i. 
Jolin Ratcliffe, esq. P.M. Amissville, John Amiss, 
esq. »*» M. Lunenburg C. H. Pleasant Sarnes, 
esq. PM. Norfolk, the Editor of the Herald. 
Culpepper, C. MH. John C. Williams, esq. P. M. 
James City, Robert B. Spilman, esq. P. M. 4m- 
horst C. H. Arthur B. Davis, esq) P M. Watural 
Bridge, Mathew Houston, esq. p. Mm. Horn Town, 
D Wilburn, esq. vp. um. Powhatan C. H. Thomas 
Scott, esq. Pp. M. Painesville, Bernard Seay, esq. rv. 
Mm. St. Tammany’s, Ebenezer Magowan, esq. P. ™. 
Marysville, Benjamin Dayis, esq. Pp. M. James Town, 
William White, esq. Pp. m. 

In Norra Canroiina.—At Murfreesboro’, Wil- 
liam P. Morgan, esq. p.m. Washngion, John G. 

lount, esq. v. M. Palmyra, Jemes Gordon, csq 
p.m. Red House, George W. Jcfivis, esq. p.m. Wnd- 
sor, John W. Warburton,esq. pe. m. Sandolph C. 
B. Elliott, esq. p.m. Halifax, J.mes Johnson, esq: 
p. mM. Rockford, T. Wasiingion Lister, esq. P. M. 
Gales C. H Charles Townsend, esq. Pp. M. Duprees-. 
ville, James Dupree, esq. P. ™. 

In Soura-Carotina———At Young’s Store, A. 
Young, esq. P M. Cambridge, John M’Kellar, est. 
p.M. Columbia, Samuel Green, esq Fr. m. Charles- 
ton, Mr. Jonn Hoff. Lancasier C. A.. Jolw Stewart, 
esq. BP. M. Pendleton C. H. John T. Lewis, esq. 
p. mM. Indian Town, George M‘Cutchen, esq. 
p. M. Elm, George Parker, esq. ». mM. Poplur 
Grove, Jsiues M‘Maniers, esq Pp. mM. York C. H. 
John Feemster, esq.P. mM. Salem, William M‘Intosh, 
esq. P. M. Dorchester, Richard Maynard, esq. vp. 
w. Marlborough C. H. R. Carlos, esq. r. u.— 
Kingstree, James Burgess, esq. vp. M. Winnsborough, 
John Barkley, esq. P. M. 

In Grorcia.—At Milledzeville, John W. Deve- 
reaux, esq. P.M. Clinton, Roger M‘Carthy, esq. pr. 
mM. Monticello, William Cook, esq. rp. mM. Columbia 
C. H. James Carey,esq.r.™. Ragans, John Ragan, 
esq. P.M. Powelton, S Duggar, esq. Pp. M. 

In Kentucky.—At Lancaster, Joseph P. Letch- 
er, esq. P.M. Fiemming C. H. A. C. Ballard, esq. 
Pp. M. Georgetown, Geo. W. Miller, esq. P. u.— 
Henderson, John Husbands, esq. vp. Mm. Lexington, 
John Jordan, esq. p.m. Stanford, Benjamin Mun- 
roe, esq. P.M. Greenburg, William H. King, esq: 
rp. M. Cynhiana, James Finley, esq. P.M. 

In TENNESSEE. At Tazewell, Hugh Graham, 
esq. P. M. Hendersonville, L. Henderson, esq. P. ™- 
Murysville, John Montgomery,esq. p.m. Winches- 
ter, John Davidson, esq. vp. mM. Elizabeth Tow, 
William B. Carter, esq. P. ™. 

In Onto.—At Zanesville, the editor of the Weekly 
Messenger. Bainbridge, Elisha Killy, esq. P. ™. 
Athens, Eliphaz Perkins, Esq. pe. mM. Portsmoutit, 
John Brown, esq. P. M. Williamsburg, Thomas 5S. 
Foote, esq. Pp. M. Washington, Simeon Beymer, 
esq. P. M. New Lisbon, Thomas Rowland, esq. P ™. 
Cunton, Samuel Coulter, ve. mw. New Aarket, 
Jonathan Bereman, esq. p. mM. Cambridge, U. P. 
Beatty, Esq. ep. mM. Galliopolis, Francis Le Clercgs 
esq. P. M. 

in Iutinots Territory, 
Messinger, esq. P.M. 

In Uprern Lovisana. 
ton, esq. P.M. 
In INDIANA. 





At Clinton Hill, John 
At St. Louis, Rufus _Bas- 


At Kaskaskia, Willism Arundle, 


esq. P. M. 


[=o 


} - ~ 





























<= = —_——= SSN ——— | 
THE WEEKLY REGISTER. ~— 

Vou. I[.] AN ADDITIONAL: SUPPLEMENT TO No. 10. 

Ba * ~I wish no other herald, . 





** No other speaker of my living actions, 
**'To keep mine honor from corruption 
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Public Documents. 
ORDERS IN COUNCIL—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 163. 
MR. FOSTER TO MR. MONROE. 
‘Washington, July 24th, 1811. 

Srr—Having been unable to ascertain dis- 
tinctly from your letter to me of yesterday’s 
date, whether it was the determination of 
the president to rest satisfied with the partial 
repeal of the Berlin and Milan decrees, which 
you believe has taken place, so as to see no 
reason in the conduct of France for altering 
the relations between this country and Great 
Britain by exercising his power of suspending 
the operation of the non-importation act, allow 
me to repeat my question to you on this 

oint as contained in my letter of the 14th 

instant, before I proceed to make any com- 
ments on your answer. 

[ have the honour to be, with distinguished 
consideration, sir, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, AUG, J. FOSTER. 


MR. FOSTER TO MR. MONROE. 
Washington, July 26th, 1811. 

Sir—I have had the honour to receive your 
letter of July 23, in answer to mine of the Sd 
and 14th instant, which you will permit me to 
say were not merely relative to his majesty’s 
orders in council, and the blockade of May, 
1806, but also to the president’s proclamation 
of last November, and to the consequent act 
of congress of March 2, as well as to the just 
complaints which his royal highness the 
prince regent had commanded me to make to 
your government with respect to the procla- 
mation and to that act. 

If the United States’ government had ex- 
pected that I should have made communica- 
tions which would have enabled them to 
come to an accommodation with Great Bri- 
tain on the ground on which alone you say it 
was possible to meet us, and that you mean 
by that expression a departure from our sys- 
tem of defence against the new kind of war- 
fare still practised by France, I am at a loss 
to discover from what source they could have 
derived those expectations, certainly not from 
the correspondence between the marquis 
Wellesley and Mr. Pinkney. 

Before I proeeee to reply to the arguments 
which are brought forward by you to shew 
that the decrees of Berlin and’ Milan are re- 
pealed, I must first enter into an explanation 

N 














upon some points on which you have evidently 
misapprehended, for I will not suppose you 
could have wished to misinterpret my meaning. 
And first in regard to the blockade of May 
1806, I must avow that I am wholly at a loss 
to find out from what part of my letter it ts 
that the president has drawn the unqualified 
inference that should the orders in council of 
1807 be revoked, the blockade of May 1805, 
would cease with them. It is most materiai 
that on this point no mistake should exist 
between us. From your letter it would ap- 
pear as if on the question of blockade which 
America had so unexpectedly connected with 
her demand for a repeal of our orders in 
council, Great Britain had made the conces- 
sion required of her; _as if, after all that has 
passed on the subject, after the astonishment 
and regret of his majesty’s government at the 
United States’ having taken up the view 
which the French government presented of 
our just and legitimate principles of blockade 
which are exemplified in the blockade of May 
1806, the whele ground taken by his majes- 
ty’s government was at once abandoned.— 
When I had the honor to exhibit to you my 
instructions, and to draw up as [ conceived 
according to your wishes and those of the 
resident, a statement of the mode in which 
that blockade would probably disappear, I ne- 
ver meant to authorise such a conclusion, and I 
now beg most unequivocally to disclaim it.— 
The blockade of May 1806, will not continue 
alter the repeal of the orders in council, un- 
less his majesty’s goverument shall think fit 
to sustain it by the special application of a suff- 
cient naval force, and the fact of its being so 
continued or not, will be notified at the time. 
If in this view of the matter, which is cer- 
tainly presented in a conciliatory spirit, one 
of the obstacles to a complete understanding 
between our countries can be removed by the 
United States’ government waving all further 
reference to that blockade, when they can be 
justified in asking a repeal of the orders, 
amd I may communicate this to my govern- 
ment, it will undoubtedly be very satisfacto- 
ry; but I bee distinctly to disavow having 
made any acknowledgment that the blockade 
would cease merely in consequence of a revo- 
cation of the orders in council; whenever it 
(loes cease, it will cease because there willbe 
no adequate force applied to maintain it. 
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On another very material point, sir, you 
appear to have misconstrued wy words ; for 
in no one passage of my letter can I discover 
any mention of innovations on the part of 
Great Eritain such as you say excited a pain- 
ful surprise in your government. ‘There is no 
new pretentions set up by his majesty’s go- 
vernment. In answer to questions of yours 
as to what were the decrees or regulations of 
France which Great Britain complained of, 
and against which she directs her retaliatory 
measures, I brought distinctly into your view 
the Berlin and Milan decrees, and you have 
not denied, because, indeed, you could not, 
that the provisions of those decrees were new 
measures of war on the part of France, ac- 
knowledged as such by her ruler, and contra- 
ry to the principles and usage of civilized 
mations. That the present war has been 
oppressive beyond example by its. duration, 
and the desolation it spreads through Europe, 
I willingly agree with you, but the United 
States cannot surely mean to attribute the 
cause to Great Britain. The question be- 
tween Great Britain and France, is that of 
an honorable struggle against the lawless ef- 
forts of an ambitious tyrant, and America 
can but have the wish of every independent 
nation as to its result. 

On a third point, sir, I have also to regret 
that my meaning should have been mistaken. 
Great Britain never contended that British 
merchant vessels should be allowed to trade 
with her enemies, or that British property 
should be allowed entry into their ports, as 

ou would infer; such a pretension would 
indeed be preposterous; but Great Britain 


does contend against the system of terror put | 
in practice by France, by which, usurping | 


authority wherever her arms or the timidity 
of nations will enable her to extend her influ- 
ence, she makes it a crime to neutral coun- 
tries as well as individuals that they should 
possess articles however acquired which may 
a ae once the produce of English in- 
dustry or of the British soil. Against such 
an abominable and extravagant pretension 
every feeling must revolt, and the honor no 
less than the interest of Great Britain engages 
her to oppose it.’ ~ i 

, . Turning to the course of argument.contain- 
ed in your letter, allow me to express my 
surprise at the conclusio-you draw in con- 
sidering the question of priority relative to 
the French decrees or British orders in coun- 
cil. It was clearly proved that the blockade 
of May 1806, was maintained by an adequate 
naval force, and therefore was a blockade 
founded on just and legitimate principles, 
and I have not heard that it was considered in 
a contrary light when notified as such.to you. 
by Mr. Secretary Fox, nor until it suited the 
wishes cf France to endeavour tohave it con- 
ducted otherwise. Why America took up 


the view the French government chose fo 
sve of it, and could see in it grounds for the 

rench decrees was always matter of aston- 
ishment in England. | 

Your remarks on the modifications at vari- 
ous times of our system of retaliation will 
require the less reply from the circumstances 
of the orders in council of April 1809, havin: 
superceded them all. They were caleulated 
for the avowed purpose of softening the ef- 
fect of the original orders on neutral com- 
merce, the incidental effect of those orders 
on neutrals having, been always sincerely re- 
gretted by his majesty’s government; _ but 
when it was found that neutrals objected to 
them they were removed. . 

As to the principle of retaljation, jt is 
founded on the just and natura! right of self- 
defence against our enemy: if France is un- 
able to enforce her decrees on the ocean, it 
is not from the want of will, for she enforces 
them wherever she can do it; her threats are 
only empty where her power is of no avail. 

J the view you have taken of the conduct 
of America in her relations with the two bel- 
ligerents, and in the conclusion you draw 
with respect to the impartiality of your coun- 
try as exemplified in the non-importation law, 
I lament to say I cannot agree with you.— 
That act is a direct measure against the Bri- 
tish trade, enacted at a time when all the 
legal authorities in the United States appear- 
ed ready to contest the statement of a repeal 
of the French decrees, on which was founded 
the president’s proclamation of November 2d, 
and consequently to dispute the justice of the 
proclamation itself. 

You urge, sir, that the British government 
promised to proceed pari passu with France 
in the repeal of her edicts. It is to be wished 

ou ae point out to us any step France 
ka taken in the repealofhers. Great Britain 
has repeatedly declared that she would repeal 
when the French did so, and she means to 
keep to that declaration. 

I have stated to you that we could not con- 
sider the letter of August 5, declaring the re- 
peal of the French edicts provided we revok- 
ed our orders in council, or America resented 
our not doing so, as a step of that nature; and 
the French government knew that we could 
not ;, their object was evidently while their 
system was adhered to in all its rigour, to en- 
deavourto persuade the American government 
that they had relaxed from it, and to induce 
her to proceed in enforcing the submission 
of Great Britain to the inordinate demands 
of France. It is to be lamented that they 
have but two well succeeded ; for the United 
States’ government appear to have considered 
the French declaration in the sense in which 
France wished if to be taken, as an absolute 
repeal of her decrees without adverting to the 





conditional terms which accompanied it. 
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But you assert that no violations of your 
neutral rights by France occur on the high 
seas, and that these were all the violations 
alluded to in the act of congress of May 1810. 
I readily believe indeed that such cases are. 
rare, but it is owing to the preponderance of 
the British navy that they are so, when scarce 
a ship under the French flag can venture to 
sea without being taken, it is not extraordi- 
nary that they make no captures. If such viola- 
tions alone were in the purview of your law, 
there would seem to have been no necessity for 
its enactment. The British navy might have 
been safely trusted for the prevention of this 
occurrence. But I have always believed, and 
my government has believed that the Ameri- 
can legislature had in view in the provisions 
of their law as it respects France not only her 
deeds of violence on the seas, but all the no- 
vel and extraordinay pretensions and _practi- 
ces of her government which infringed their 
neutral rights. 

We have had no evidence as yet of any of 
those pretensions being abandoned. ‘To the 
ambiguous declaration in Mr. Champagny’s 


note is opposed the unambiguous and personal 
declaration of Bonaparte himself. You urge 


that there is nothing incompatible with the 
revocation of the decrees in respect to the 
United States in his expressions to the depu- 
ties from the free cities of Hamburg, Bremen 
and Iybeck, that itis distinctly stated in that 
speech that the blockade of the British islands 
shall ceuse when the British blockades cease, 
and that the French blockade shall cease in 
favor of those nations in whose favor Great 
Britain revokes hers, or who support their 
rights against her pretensions. 

[tis to be inferred from this and the cor- 
responding parts of the declaration alluded to, 
that unless Great Britain sacrifices her prin- } 
ciples of blockade which are those authorised | 
by the established laws of nations, France will 
still maintain her decrees of Berlin and Milan, 
which indeed the speech in question declares 
to be the fundamental laws of the French | 
empire. 

ido not, I confess, conceive how these 
avowals of the ruler of France can be said to 
be compatible with the repeal of his decrees 
in respect to the United States. If the United 
States are. prepared to insist on the sacriiice 





tty Great Britain of the ancient and establish- | 


ed rules ef, maritime war practised by her, 
then indeed they may avoid the operation of 
the French decrees, but otherwise according 
to this document it 18 very clear that they are 


still further in confirmation of them, and a 
re-perusal of the letter of the minister of jus- 
tice, of the 25th last December, confirms me. 


in the inference { drew from it, for otherwise | 


why should that minister make the prospec- 
tive restoration of American vessels, taken 
after the first November, to be a consequence 
of the non-importation and not of the French 
revocation. If the French government had 
been sincere, they would have ceaced infring- 
ing on the neutral rights of America, after 
the first November:—That they violated 
them, however, after that period is notorious. 

Your governmert seem to let it be under- 
stood that an ambiguous declaration from 
Great Britain, similar to that of the French 
minister, would have been acceptable to them. 
But, sir, is it consistent with the dignity of a 
nation that respects itself, to speak in ambigu- 
ous language?’ The subjects and citizens of 
either country would in the end be the vic- 
tims, as many are already in all probability, 
who from a misconstruction of the meaning of 
the French government, have been led into 
the most imprudent speculations. Such con- 
duct would not be to preceed pari passu with 
France in revoking our edicts ; but to descend 
to the use of the perfidious and juggling con- 
trivances of her cabinet, by which she fills 
her coffers at, the expence of independent na- 
tions. A similar construction of proceeding 
pari passu, might lead to such decrees as 
those of Rambouillet, or of Bayonne, to the 
system of exclusion or of licences; all mez- 
sures of France against the American com- 
merce, is nothing short of absolute hostility. 

It is urged that no vessel has been condemn- 
ed by the tribunals of France on the princi- 
ples of her decrees since the first November. 
You allow, however, that there have been 
some detained since that period, and that such 
part of the cargoes as consisted of goods, not 
the produce of America, was seized, and the 
other part, together with the vessel itself, on- 
ly releused after the president’s proclamation 
became known in France: These circumstan- 
ces surely only prove the difficulty, that 
France is under in reconciling her anii-com- 
mercial and anti-neutral system, with her 
desire to express her satisfaetion at the mea- 
sures taken in America against the commerce 
of Great Britain. She seizes in virtue of the 
Berlin and Milan decrees, but she makes a 
partial restoration for the purpose of deceiv- 
ing America. | 

I have now followed you, I believe, sir, 
through the whole range of your argument, 
and on reviewing the course of it, J think I 





still subjected to them. 

_ The 5 ii of Fontainbleau is confessedly 
founded on the decrees of Berlin and Milan 
dated the 19th of October, 1810, and proves 


may securely say that no satisfactory proof 
has as yet been brought forward of the repeal 





their continued existence. The report of the 
French minister of December 8, announ¢ng 


of the obnoxious decrees of France, but on 
| the contrary that it ct they continue im 
full force, consequently thatno grounds exist 


the perseverance of France in her decrees is{on which you can with justice denavd of 
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of yesterday’s date, in time to submit it to 
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Great Britain a revocation of her orders in 


council; that we have a right to complain 
of the conduct of the American government in 
enforcing the provisions of the act of May,1810, 
to the exclusion of the British trade, and Af- 
terwards in obtaining a special law for the same 
purpose though it was notorious at the time 
that France still continued her aggressions 
upon American commerce, and had recently 
promulgated anew her decrees, suffering no 
trade from this country, but threugh licenses 
publicly sold by her agents, and that all the 
Suppositions you have formed of innovations 
on the part of Great Britain or of her preten- 
sions to trade with her enemies are wholly 
groundles. I have also stated to you the 
view his majesty’s government has taken of 
the question of the blockade of May, 1806, 
_and it now only remains that I urge afresh 
the injustice of the United States’ govern- 
ment persevering in their union with the 
French system for the purpose of crushing 
the commerce of Great Britain. 

From every consideration which equity, good 
policy or interest can suggest, there appears 
to be sucha call upon America to give up this 
system which favors Franceto the injury of 
Great Britain; that I cannot, however little 
satisfactory your communications are, as yet 
abandon all hopes that even before the con- 
gress meet, a new view may be taken of the 
subject by the president, which will lead toa 
more happy result. 

I have the honor to be, with very high con- 
sideration and respect, sir, your most obedient 
humble servant, AUG. J. FOSTER. 
Lo the hon. James Monroe, &c. &c. Fe. 





MR. MOXROE TO MR. FOSTER. 
Department of State, 27th July, 181%. 
Sir—I had the honor to receive your letter | 


the view of the president before he left town. 
Itewas my ebject to state to you in my let- 
ter of the 23d inst. that under existing cir- 
cumstances, it was impossible for the: presi- 
dent to terminate the operation of the non-im- 
ortation law*of the 2d -of March last; that 
Frenee having aecepted the prepesition made 
ly a previous law equally to Great Britain 
und to France; and having revoked her de- 
crees, violating our neutral rights, and Great 
Uritain having declined to revoke hers, it be- 
came the duty of this government to fulfil its 
engagement and to declare the non-importa- 
tion lawin force against Great Britain. . 
This state of affairs has not’ been sought 
by the United States. © When the proposition 
contained in the law of May “fst, 1810, was 
olfered equally to both powers there was cause 
to presume that Great Britain would Tave ac- 
cepted it, in which event the non-importation 


It is inthe power of the British government 
at this time to enable the president to set the 
non-importation law aside by rendering to the 
United States an act of justice. If Great 
Britain will cease to violate their neutral 
aoe by revoking her orders in council, on 
which event alone the president has the pow- 
jer, lam instructed to inform you that he will, 
without delay, exercise it by terminating the 
operation of this law. oa 

It is presumed that the communications 
which I have had the honor to make to you, 
of the revocation by France of her decrees, 
so far as they violated the neutral rights of 
the United States. and of her conduct sinte 
the revocation, will present to your govern- 
ment a different view of the subject from that 
which it had before taken, and produce in its 
couicils a correspondent effect. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
(Signed) ; JAS. MONROE. 
Augustus J. Foster, Esq. Yc. Xe. &e. 





MR. MONROE TO MR. FOSTER. 
Department of State, Oct. 1, 1811. 
Str—lI have had the honor to receive your 
letter of the 26th of July, and to submit it to 
the view of the president. 

In answering that letter, it is propes that I 
should notice a complaint that 1 had omitted 
to reply in mine of the 23d of July, to your 
remonstrance against the proclamation of the 
president of November last, and to the demand 
which you had made, by the order of your go- 
vernment of the repeal of the non-importation 
act of March 2d of the present year. 

My letter has certainly net merited this im- 
putation. ‘s 

Having shewn the injustice of the British 
government in issuing the orders in council 
on the pretext assigned, and its still greater 
injustice in adhering to them after that pre- 
text had failed, a respect for Great Britain, as 
well as fer the United States, prevented my 
placing in the strong light in which the sub- 
ject naturally presented itself, the remon- 
strance alluded to, and the extraordinary de- 
mand founded on it, that while your govern- 
ment accommodated in nothing, the United 
States should relinquish the ground, which by 
a just regard to the public rightsand honor, 
they had been compelled to take. Proposi- 
tions tending to degrade a nation can hever 
be brought into discussion by a government 
not prepared to submit to the degradation. 
It was for this reason that I confined my reply 
to those passages in your letter, which m- 
volved the claim of the United States, on the 
principles ofjustice, to the revocation of the 
ordersin council. Your demand, however; 
was neither unnoticed or unanswered. In lay- 
ing before you the complete, and as was_be- 
lieved, irresistible proof, on which the United 





law would have operated agnizit her.- 


States expected, and called for the revocation 
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of the ordersin council, a very explicit an-jgive any sanction to the conduct of Great 


swer was supposed to be given to the demand. 


Equally unfounded is your complaint that I: 


misunderstood that passage which claimed, as 
_ condition of the revocation of the orders in 
council, that the tradeof Great Britain with 
‘che continent should be restored to the state 
in which it was before the Berlin and Milan 
decrees were issued. As this pretention was 
novel and extraordinary, it was necessary that 
adistinct idea should be formed of it, and, 
with that view, I asked such an explanation 
as would enable me to form one. 


In the explanation given, you do not insist 


on the right to trade in British property, with 
British vessels, directly with your enemies. 
Such a claim, you admit, would be prepos- 
terous. But you do insist by necessary im- 
pliction, that France has no right to inhibit 
the importation into her ports of British 
manufactures, or the produce of the British 
svil, when the property of neutrals ; and that 
until France removes that inhibition, the 
United States are to be cut off by Great Bri- 
tain from all trade whatever with her enemies. 
On such a pretension it is almost impossi- 
hleto reason. There is, I believe, no exaimn- 
ple of it in the history of past wars. Great 
Britain, the enemy of France, undertakes to 
regulate the trade of France ; nor is that all, 
she tells her that she must trade in British 
coods. If France and Great Britain were at 
peace, this pretension would not be set up, 
nor even thought of. Has Great Britain then 
f acquired in this respect, by war, rights which 
she has notin peace ? And does she announce 
to neutral nations, that unless they consent to 
become the instruments of this policy, their 
commerce shall be annihilated, and their ves- 
sels shall be shut up in their own ports. 

Imight ask whether French goods are ad- 
mitted into Great Britain, even in peace, and 
they are, whether it be of right, or by the 
consent and policy of the British government ? 

That the property would he neutralized 
does not affect the question. Ifthe United 
States have no right to carry their own pro- 
Uuction into France without the consent of 

| the French government, how can they under- 
take to carry there those of Great Britain ? 
in all cases it must depend on the interest and 
the will of the party. 

‘Nor is it material to what extent, or by 
what powers, the trade to the continent is pro- 
ubited. If the powers who prohibit it, are 
at war with Great Britain, the prohibition is 


Britain towards neutral nations. aoe 

The United States can have no objection 
to the employment of their cdahinsiedil capi- 
tal in the supply of France, and of the conti- 
nent generally, with manufactures, and to 
comprise in the supply those of Great Britain, 
provided those powers will! consent to it. But 
they cannot undertake to force such supplies 
on France or on any other power, in com- 
pliance with the claim of the British govern- 


rights of ev 
| what they cannot claim for themselves. 


complain of, was the inhibition by the French 
decrees, of the lawful trade of neutrals with 
the British dominions. As soon as that inhi- 
tion ceased, her inhibition of our trade with 
France ought in like manner to have ceased. 
' Having pledged herself to proceed paripassu 
with France, in the revocation of -their re- 
spective acts violating neutral rights, it has 
afforded just cause of complaint, and even 
of astonishment, to the United States, that 
the British government should have sanction- 
ed the seizure and condemnation of Ameri- 
can vessels under the orders in council, after 
the revocation of the French decrees was 
announced, and even in the very moment 





when your mission, avowed to be conciliato-~. 


ry, was to have its effect. 

I will only add that had it appeared finally, 
that France had failed to perform her engage- 
ment, it might at least have been expected 
that Great Britain would not have molested 
such of the vessels of the United States as 
might be entering the ports of France, on the 
faith of both governments, till that failure was 
clearly proved. 

To many insinuations in your letter I make 
no reply, because they sufficiently suggest the 
only one that would be proper. 

If it were necessary to dwell on the impar- 
tiality which has been observed by the Umted 
States towards the two belligerents, I might 
ask, whether if Great Britain had accepted 
the condition which was offered equally to 
her and France, by the act of May Ist, 1810, 
and France had rejected it, there is cause to 
doubt that the non-importaion act would 
have been carried into effect against France ? 
No such doubt can possibly exist, because in 
a former instance, when this government, 
trusting to a fulfilment by yours ef an ar- 














ihecessary concequence of that state. If at 
Peace, itis their own act; and whether it be 


rangement which put an end to a _non-inter- 
course with Great Britain, the non-intercourse 


Voluntary or compulsive, they alone are an-}was continued against France,.who had not 
swerable for it. if the act be taken at the /then repealed her decrees as it was not doubt- 
‘Istigation and under the influence of France, ;ed England haddone. Has it not been re- 
the most that can be said, is, that it justifies | peatedly declared to your government, that il 
prisal against them, by a similar measure. ; Great Britain would reveke her orders ia 
“1 nO principal whatever can it be said to jcouncil, the president would immediate, 


ment, on principles incompatible with the . 
oe: independent nation, and they - 
will not demand in favor of another power, » 


All that Great Britain could with reason. - 
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cause the won-importation toceaseP You 
well know that the same declaration has often 
heen made to yourself, and that nothing more 
iS wanting to the removal of the existing ob- 
structions to the commerce between the twe 
couttries, than a satisfactory assurance, which 
will be received with pieasure from yourself, 
that the order in council are at an end. 

By the remark in your letter of the third 
of Fuly,that the blockade of May, 1806, had 
been meluded in the more comprehensive 
system of the orders in council of the follow- 
ine year, and that, if that blockgde should be 
continued in force after the repeal of the or- 
ders in council, it would be in consequence of 
the special application of a sufficient naval 
force, I could not but infer your idea to be, 
that the repeal of the erders in council would 
necessarily involve the repeal of the blockade 
of May. I was the more readily iadaced to 
make this inference, from the consideration 
that f the blockade was not revoked by the 
repeal of the orders in council, there would 
be no necessity for giving notice that it would 


be continued ; as by the further consideration, 


that according to the decision ef your court 
af admirality, a blockade instituted by pro- 
clamation does not cease by the removal of 
the force applied to it, nor without a formal 
notice of the government to that effect. 

It is not, however, wished to discuss any 
question relative to the mode by which that 
blockade may be terminated. Its actual termi- 
nation is the material object for consideration. 

It is easy to shew, and it has already been 
abundantly shewn, that the blockade of May, 
1806, is inconsistent on any view that may be 
taken of it with the law of nations. It is also’ 
easy to shew that, as now expounded, it is 
equally inconsistent with the sense of your 
<overnment, when the erder was issued ; and 
this change is sufficient reply to the remarks 
which you have applied to me personally. 

if you will examine the order, you will find 
that itis strictly little more than a blockade 
of the ceast from the Scine to Ostend. There 
38 an express reservation in itin favour of neu- 
trals to any part ef the coast between Brest 
and the Seine, and between Ostend and the 
Hibe. Neutral powers are permitted by it to 
take from their own ports every kind of 
produce without distiaction as to its origin, 
to carry itto the continent under that limi- 
tation. and with the exception only of contra- 
band of war and eneimy’s property and to bring 
hence te their o wn ports in return, whatever 
articles they think £4. Why were contraband 
of war and enemy’s property excepted, if a 
commerce even in those articles would not 
otherwise have been permitted under the re- 
servation? No order was necessary to sub- 
iect them to seizure. ‘They were liable to it 
by the law of nations. 


| 


stitute a blockade which with respect to nep. 
trals was not rigorous as to the greater part of 
the coast comprised init? If you will loo} 
to the state of things which then existed be. 
tween the United States and Great Britai, 
you will find theanswer. A consroversy ha 

taken place betwen our governments on , 
different topic, which was still depending, 
‘The British government had interfered wid 
the trade between France and her allies in the 
produce of their colonies. The just claim of 
the United States was then a subject of nego. 
ciation ; and your government professing it; 
willingness to make a satisfactory arrange. 
ment of it, issued the order which allowed the 
trade, without making any concession as to the 
principle, reserving that for adjustment by 
treaty. It was in this light that I viewed, and 
in this sense that I represented that order ty 
my gevernment; and in no other did | 
make any comment on it. 

When you reflect that this order by allov. 
ing the trade of neutrals, in colonial produc. 
tion, to all that portion of the coast which 
was not rigorously blockaded afforded to the 
United States an accommodation 1m a princi. 
pal point then at issue between our govern 
ments, and of which their citizens extensively 
availed themselves that that trade and the 
question of Blockade, and every other question 
in which the United States and Great Bn. 
tain were interested, were then in a train of 
amicable negociation, you will, I think, sce 
the cause why the minister who then repre: 
sented the United States with the British go- 
vernment did not make a formal complaiii 
‘against it. You have appealed to me, who 
happened to be that minister, and urged my 
silence as an evidenee of my approbation of, 
or at least acquiescence in the blockade. An 
explanation of the cause of that supposed s: 
lence is not less due to myself, than to tle 
true character of the true transaction with the 
minister with whom I had the honor to treat. 





|I may add, that an official formal complailt 


was not likely to be resorted to, becaus 
friendly communications were invited aut 
preferred. The want of sucha document ! 
no preof that the measure was approved 1 
me, or that no complaint was made. In ft 
calling to my mind as this incident natural!) 
does, the manly character of that distinguishe! 
and illustrious statesman, and the contidenc’ 
with which he inspired all those with whom 
he had to treat, I shall be permitted to express 
as aslight tribute of respect to his memo’); 
the very high consideration in which | have 
always held his great talents and virtues. _ 

The United States have not nor can tit) 
approve the blockade of an extensive cod 

othing certainly can be inferred from 2) 
thing that has passed relative to the blockaét 
of May, 1806, to countenance such an infer’ 
ence, 











Why then did the British government in- 
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It is seen with satisfaction that you still 
admit that the application of an edequate 
force is necessary to give a blockade a lel 
character, and that it will lose that character 
whenever that adequate force ceases to be ap- 
plied. As it cannot be alledged that the ap- 
plication of any such adequate force has been 
continued, and actually exists in the case of 
the blockade of May 1806, it would seem to be 
a fair inference that the repeal of the orders 
in council will leave no insuperable difficulty 
with respect to it. ‘To suppose the contrary, 
would be to suppose that the orders in council 
said to include that blockade, resting them- 
selves on a principle of retaliation only, and 
not sustained by the application of an ade- 
quate force, would have the effect of sustain- 
ing a blockade admitted to require the appli- 
cation of an adequate force, until such ade- 

uate force should actually take the place of 
the orders in council. henever any block- 
ade is instituted, it will be a subject for con- 
sideration, and if the blockade be in conformi- 
ty to the law of nations, there will be no dis- 
position in this government to contest it. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) JAS. MONROE. 
Aug. J. Foster, Esq. &c. Fc. Ke. 





MR. MONROE TO MR. FOSTER. 
Department of State, Oct. 17, 1811. 
Sir—I have ‘the honor to communicate to! 
you a copy of two letters from the charge des 
affaires of the United States at Paris, to their 
charge des affaires at London, and a copy of 
a correspondence of the latter with the mar- 
quis of Wellesley on the subject. By this it 
will be seen, that Mr. Smith was informed by 
the marquis of Wellesley, that we should 
transmit to you a copy of the communication 
from Paris, that it might have full considera- 
tion in the discussions depending here. 

Although an immediate repeal was to have | 
been expected from your government, on the 
receipt of this communication, if the new 
proof which it affords of the French repeal 
was satisfactory, yet it will be very agreeable 
to learn that you are now authorised to con- 
cur in an arrangement that will. terminate 
both the orders in council and the non-impor- 
tation act. 

P.S. Hearing that you will not be in town 
for several days, this letter, and one bearin 
date on the first of this month, which I had 
prepared and intended to deliver to you on 
ny return heré, are forwarded by a: special 
messenger. Ihave the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) JAS. MONROE. 
‘lugustus J. Foster, Esq. &c. &c. 
MR. RUSSELL TO MR. J. S. SMITH. 
Paris, Sth July, 1811. 

Sir—I_ observe by your letter of the 7th 

ult. your solicitude to obtain evidence of the 


P 


recs 

On the 5th of August last the duke of Ca- 
dore announced to general Armstrong, that 
these decrees were revoked, and that they 
would cease to operate on the first of Novem- 
ber. Since the first of November these de- 
crees have not, to my knowledge, in any in- 
stance, been executed to the prejudice of A- 
merican property arriving since that time.— 
On the contrary the Grace Ann Green, com- 
ing clearly within the penal terms of those 
decrees, had they continued in force, was li- 
berated in December last, and her cargo ad- 
mitted in April. This vessel had indeed been 
taken by the English and rctaken from 
them ; but as this circumstance is not as- 
signed here as the cause of the liberation of 
this property, it ought not to be presumed to 
have operated alone as such. 

Whatever special reasons may be supposed 
for the release of the Grace Ann Green, that 
of the New Orleans Packet must have result- 
ed from the revocation of the French edicts. 

The New Orleans Packet had been boarded 
by two English vessels of war, and had been 
some time at an English port, and thus doubly 
transgessed against the decrees of Milan.— 
On arriving at Bordeaux, she was in fact sei- 
zed by the director of the customs, and these 
Very transgressions expressly assigned as the 
cause of seizure. When I was informed of 
this precipitate act of the officer at Bordeaux, 
I remonstrated against it on the sole ground 
that the decrees, under which it was made, 
had been revoked. ‘This remonstrance was 
heard. All further proceedings against the 
New Orleans Packet were arrested, and on the 
9th of January, both the vessel and the cargo 
were ordered to be placed at the disposition 
of the owners on giving bond. ‘This bond has 
since been cancelled by an order of the ge- 
vernment and thus the liberation of the pro- 
perty perfected. ‘The New Orleans Packet has 
been some time waiting in the Garonne, with 
her return cargo on board, for an opportunity 
only of escaping the English orders in vouncil, 

I know of no other American vessel arriv- 
ed voluntarily in the empire of France or the 
kingdom of Italy, since the first of November, 
to which the decrees of Berlin and Milan 
could be applied. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, (Signed) JONA. RUSSELL. 
I.S. Smith, Esq. Charge des Affaires, London, 





MR. RUSSELL TO MR. SMITH. 
: Paris, 14th July, {811. 
Sir—TI had the honor to address to you, on 

the 5th instant, a brief account of the Grace 

Ann Green and of the New-Orleans Packet. 

The proof of which these cases furnish, espe- 

cially the latter, ought, when unopposed, as 

it is, by any conflicting circumstance, to be 
considered as conclusive. In addition howe- 








revocation of the Berlin and Milan decrees. 


ver to their existence, [have now the satistnc« 
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tion to communicate to you the liberation of 
the Two Brothers, the Good Intent and the 
Star, three American vessels captured since 
the first of- November, and brought into this 
empire or into ports under its control. I 
should have no doubt been able to have an- 
nounced the release, by one general decision, 
of every American captured since that period, 
if the only enquiry were whether or not they 
had violated the Berlin and Milan decrees.— 
Unfortunately, however, the practices of late 
years render the question of property ex- 
tremely difficult to be satisfactorily decided 
amidst the false papers and false oaths; after 
ihe most minute and tedious investigation, it 
often remains doubtful whether this property 
belongs toa neutral or anenemy. The time 
employed in this investigation has surely no 
connection with the Berlin & Milan decrees. 
and cannot be considered as evidence of their 
continuance. 

Itis possible that these decrees may be 
kept in force in their municipal character, 
and be applied for the confiscation of English 
merchandize on the continent—and_ to pre- 
vent their performing this function does not 
appear to be a concern of the United States, 
nor can the measure adopted in retaliation of 
it, on the part of England, be justly extend- 
ed beyond its limits and made to reach an un- 
offending neutral power, which the act of her 
enemy does not affect. 

It is sufficient for us that the Berlin and 
Milan decrees have ceased to be executed on 
the high seas, and if the orders in council 
still continue to operate there, they surely 
are not supported by any principle of the law 
of retaliation, but must be considered as a 
simple and unqualified violation of our neu- 
tral and national rights. 

The proof now before you of the revoca- 
tion of the Berlin and Milan decrees consists 
in the precise and formal declarations of this 
xovernment, in its discontinuance to execute 
them to our prejudice in a single instance; in 
its having exempted from their operation eve- 
ry vessel arriving spontaneously since the first 
of November, to which they could be appli- 
ed ; and every vessel forcibly brought in since 
‘that time on which there has been a decision. | 
After such evidence, to pretend to doubt of 
their revocation with regard to us would seem 
to be the result of something more than mere 
incredulity. | 

With much respect, &c. 
JONA. RUSSELL. 





LORD WELLESLEY TO MR. JOHN 8. SMITH. 
Foreign Office, August 14, 1811. 
Sir—Since the date of my last letter, I 
have the honor to inform you, that I have re- 
ceived a letter from Mr. Pasta, his majesty’s 
minister in America, by which it appears that 
he had actually commenced a negociation' 





with the government of the United State, 
respecting the British orders in council. Hig 
dispatches containing the particulars of the 
negociation have not yet reached me: Unde; 
these circumstances I have transmitted a copy 
of your letter, together with its enclosure ty 
Mr. Foster, in order that those document; 
may receive full consideration in the progres; 
of the discussions, now depending in Amer. 


ca. I have the honor to be, &c. 
(Signed) WELLESLEY. 





MR. FOSTER TO MR. MONROE. 
Washington, Oct. 22, 1811. 

I had the honor to receive your letter of the 
17th instant, together with its three enclo- 
sures, on the road between Baltimore and 
this city ; I had that of receiving at the same 
time your letter dated October 1, in answer to 
mine of the 26th of last July. 

Not having had any dispatches from lis 
majesty’s government lately, [have not yet 
received the copy of the recent communication 
from Paris in regard to the supposed repeal! 
of the French decrees which the charge d’af- 
faires of the United States at London has inti- 
mated to you that he understood the marquis 
Wellesley intended to transmit to me, and 
which I conclude is the same as that contain- 
ed in the letter of Mr. Russel, the American 
charge d’affaires in France. Iam however in 
daily expectation of the arrival of his majes- 
ty’s seek boat, when it will in all probabi- 
lity reach me, and when if I should receive 
any fresh instructions in consequence I will 
not fail immediately to acquaint you. In the 
meanwhile however I beg you will permit me 
to make some remarks in reply to your letter 
of Gctober 1, being extremely anxious to do 
away the impression which you seem to have 
received relative to the demand I had made 
for the repeal of the non-importation act of 
the present year. 

It is, l assure you, sir, with very great re- 
gret that I find you consider that demand as 
involving in any degree propositions tending 
todegrade your nation. Such an idea cer- 
tainly never existed with his majesty’s go- 
vernment, nor would it be compatible with 
the friendly sentiments entertained by them 
for the United States, neither could I have 
suffered myself to be the channel of convey- 
ing a demand which I thought had such 4 
tendency. However you view the demand 
made on the part of Great Britain, I cat 
safely say that it was made in consequence o 
its appearing to his majesty’s government 0! 
strong evidence that the chief of the French 
nation had really deceived America as to the 
repeal of his decrees, and in the hopes that 


‘the United States’ government would there- 


fore see the justice of replacing this country 
on its former footing of amicable relations 
Boy” SEE NO. 1] FORCONTINUATION: 





